
 

 

 
TOWN OF HARRISBURG, NORTH CAROLINA 

HARRISBURG TOWN HALL 
PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

 
March 20, 2023 

6:00 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
    
  A. AGENDA ADOPTION 
      
  B. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
      
  1. Harrisburg Arts, Culture and Heritage Committee 
      
  C. PUBLIC COMMENT - Anyone wishing to address the Board may do so during the Public Comment 

section. Please state your name and address for the record, be courteous and do not repeat what has 
already been said. Please keep your comments about the subject and not personal in nature. 

      
2. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
  A. Approval of Minutes from the February 20, 2023 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 
      
3. OLD BUSINESS 
    
  A. Advisory Board vacancy and appointment 
      
4. NEW BUSINESS 
    
  A. Advisory Board Goals for 2023 
      
  B. Department Updates: 

1. Jim Spina - Parks and Recreation Director 
2. Shawn Marble - Assistant Parks and Recreation Director 

      
5. ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES 
    
6. COUNCIL UPDATES 
    
7. ADJOURNMENT 
    
 

 
Town of Harrisburg’s Vision Statement 

 
Harrisburg will be the best small town in North Carolina based on low density housing, excellent economic 

opportunities, a safe living environment, and efficient and effective municipal services. Amenities such as excellent 
recreational programs, adequate open space, attractive shopping opportunities, a diversity of restaurants, and a 

connected system of roadways, sidewalks, greenways, and bicycle lanes will continue to enhance the quality of life of 
the Town. These services and amenities will be provided while retaining reasonable tax rates and debt levels. 



 

 

 
 



 
 
 

TOWN OF HARRISBURG 
 

Agenda Item Details 
  
Title: 
Approval of Minutes from the February 20, 2023 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 
  
Presenting Personnel:  
    
Suggested Motion or Action:  
    
Description/Background:  
    
Recommendation:  
    
Fiscal Impact:  
    
Attachments:   

1. Minutes February 20, 2023 
    
 



MINUTES 
Harrisburg Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 

02/20/2023 at 6:05p.m. Meeting called to order in person by Hannah Butler 

In Attendance 

Hannah BUTLER, Courtney HAYNES, Cheryl BAKER, Fred BRILLIANTE, Brett CROSBY 

Absent: Mohammed IDLIBI, Shawn MARBLE, Zac GORDON 

Board Administrators Present: Jim SPINA  

Council Member(s) Present: Atlyn COTELL 

Planning and Zoning Member(s) Present: None. 

Harrisburg Arts, Culture and Heritage (HACH) Member(s) Present: Karen ANDRADE 

Agenda Adoption 

Motion was made to adopt agenda by Hannah Butler and seconded by Courtney Haynes. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

Special Presentations/Public Comment  

A. HACH 

a. New board candidates have been appointed; 

b. Planning is ongoing for Art Walk, currently scheduled for March 25, 2023. Volunteers and 

vendors being accepted now.  

c. Applications are still being accepted for HACH Scholarship. Scholarship is $1,000.00 to a 

graduating senior going into the arts (creative writing, dance, drama, music or visual arts. The 

deadline to apply is May 1, 2023   

B. Public Comment 

a. There were no public residents in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes 

A. Motion was made to adopt minutes from January 23, 2022 by Hannah Butler. Councilwoman Cotell 

noted an amendment was needed (Amendment: remove Mike Thevenin from attendance).  

 

B. Motion was made to adopt amended minutes from January 23, 2022 by Hannah Butler and seconded 

by NEED.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Old Business 

a. Advisory board vacancies and appointments: 

i. Courtney Haynes and Cheryl Baker appointment to Board.  
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ii. Another board vacancy will be available next month following M. Thevenin’s 

appointment to Council. Board to review recent applicants and/or open to new. 

b. MOA ongoing with YMCA. This could result in another Board vacancy should Brett 

remain on as YMCA representative (no voting power). TBD.  

New Business 

A. Election of Officers: Motion was made to elect Mohammed Idlibi as Chair, Hannah Butler as Co-Chair, 

and Courtney Haynes as Secretary by Hannah Butler and seconded by NEED. Motion passed 

unanimously 

B. Fee in Lieu of – Blackwelder Subdivision 

a. Discussion of fee-in-lieu payment for public open space for a 51 log Blackwelder Subdivision on 

Blackwelder road. The Planning and Zoning Board reviewed and recommended Town Council 

approval. This rezoning went before the Harrisburg Town Council on February 13th and was 

approved with the contingency that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board approval.  

b. Motion was made to approval Blackwelder subdivision Fee-in-Lieu of for the amount of 

$36,162.00 by Hannah Butler and seconded by Cheryl Baker. Motion passed unanimously.  

C. Parks and Recreational Department Updates 

a. Administration and Projects 

i. Budget season – Executive Summary forthcoming. Presentation to Council budget 

meeting on Saturday, February 25th. Continued discussion of prospective project to 

improve Pharr Mill Park’s playground and potentially add pickleball courts.  

ii. Adam Abernathy resigning position. 

iii. Continuing to experience issue with field-wear and tear. Meeting with contractor in a 

few weeks to verify best way to remedy (Turf? Alt. options? Cost effective vs. Long term 

benefit?)  

iv. July 4th and 50th Anniversary Planning on-going. 

b. Programs & Events  

i. 50th Anniversary Committee – ongoing discussion. Big celebration on October 14th to 

start earlier in the day at the last Rocking the Burg with a national act. Selling 

merchandise, having a luncheon for dignitaries, documented history pamphlet, creating 

a video. Recently submitted bid for giant bounce-house (for children & adults alike) 

ii. March 25th – Art Walk during the day and at Harris Depot from 10-2pm. Date changed 

from April 1st to March 25th due to conflict with Concord.  

iii. April 1st - Easter Movie at the park with crafts and the Easter Bunny 5:30-8pm at 

Harrisburg Park 

iv. Rockin’ the Burg – working on lineup for year, hoping to have each event represent a 

different decade;  

v. Athletics – currently have 2,400 registrations for spring sports (Baseball, Softball and 

Soccer) Spring season will start March13th.  

c. Brett Crosby updates: 

i. 5k in the Park on April 29th, will be seeking volunteers soon. 

ii. YMCA updates: Site clearing still on schedule for before July 4th; building by EOY. 

Discussed funding possibilities (donors, sale of personalized bricks, etc.) 

 



Page 3 

Advisory Board Updates 

A. None.  

 

Council Updates 

A. Councilwoman Cotell was present:   

a. Reiterated Mike Thevenin appointment to Town Council – discussion with State & Local Board 

of Elections to determine how long his term will be. Local law takes precedence.  

b. Budget season remains ongoing – final meeting Saturday, March 25th.  

c. Four (4) seats on Council will be available in 2023. 

 

Adjournment 

Motion made to go into closed session by Hannah Butler and seconded by Fred Brilliante.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m., Monday, February 20, 2023.  

 

Next Meeting: tentative meeting on March 20, 2023 in Town Chambers. 

 

 

 

_______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Chair     Secretary 



 
 
 

TOWN OF HARRISBURG 
 

Agenda Item Details 
  
Title: 
Advisory Board vacancy and appointment 
  
Presenting Personnel:  
    
Suggested Motion or Action:  
    
Description/Background: 
There is currently still one vacancy on the board, due to Mike Thevenin being appointed to the Harrisburg Town Council. 
Discuss filling this vacancy.  
    
Recommendation:  
    
Fiscal Impact:  
    
Attachments:   

1. Linda Thurman 
2. Jarrod Venzian 
    
 

















 
 
 

TOWN OF HARRISBURG 
 

Agenda Item Details 
  
Title: 
Advisory Board Goals for 2023 
  
Presenting Personnel:  
    
Suggested Motion or Action:  
    
Description/Background: 
The Advisory Board should brainstorm a goal or goals they would like to accomplish for 2023. They will finalize their 
discussion and choose the goal/goals at the April meeting.  
    
Recommendation:  
    
Fiscal Impact:  
    
Attachments:   

None  
    
 



 
 
 

TOWN OF HARRISBURG 
 

Agenda Item Details 
  
Title: 
Department Updates: 
1. Jim Spina - Parks and Recreation Director 
2. Shawn Marble - Assistant Parks and Recreation Director 
  
Presenting Personnel:  
    
Suggested Motion or Action:  
    
Description/Background:  
    
Recommendation:  
    
Fiscal Impact:  
    
Attachments:   

None  
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